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the African American population is expected to remain stable and the Anglo population 
to decline. Moreover, the Hispanic population is growing throughout the state. Growth 
is not limited to the Rio Grande Valley and areas near the border with Mexico. In 
southeast Texas, both Hardin and Orange Counties have among the ten fastest growing 
Hispanic populations in the state. Also on this list are Ector and Midland Counties in 
West Texas and Randall Counties in the panhandle.4

Media reports often focus on the impact that the Hispanic population will have in 
shifting the state of Texas from a “red” state that is heavily Republican to a “blue” state 
that is Democratic.5 These projections are based upon assumptions that Hispanics over 
time will consistently vote Democratic, in part assuming the their party identification 
and/or affiliation remains consistent over time. This assumption is reinforced by the 
fact that more Hispanics are being elected to the Texas Legislature and the fact that 
most of these Hispanics are Democrats. In 2014, the first Hispanic woman to run 
for statewide elected office, Leticia Van de Putte, performed as well as or better than 
other Democrats for statewide office that year. Thus, Democrats’ expectations about an 
impending shift toward the Democratic Party, on a wave of Hispanic support, seems 
reasonable. Certainly, issues like immigration and the economy favor Democrats 
among Hispanic voters.

The only Hispanics who currently vote Republican on a regular business are Cuban 
Americans, and in Texas, Cuban Americans are only a small minority in the overall 
Hispanic population in Texas. While U.S. senator Ted Cruz is a prominent Cuban 
American, very few Hispanic elected officials are Republican. So, the Republican Party 
in Texas would appear to need to change its positions on several issues or to prepare to 
lose elections in Texas soon. Yet, half a century ago, Roman Catholics in Texas and the 
United States were heavily Democratic voters. By the 1980s, Roman Catholics in the 
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